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defeat of the Spanish fleet in the waters of Syracuse
in 1718, and the discovery of Cellamare's conspiracy
proved the perspicacity of the acute mind caricatured
so bitterly by Saint-Simon. As archbishop of
Cambrai, then cardinal and prime minister, Dubois
received the reward for his services. The return
of Spain to France, the projected marriage between
Maria Anne-Victoria, daughter of Philip V and
Louis XV, were his last efforts; he died in 1723 a
few months before Philip of Orleans.

The responsibilities of government never pre-
vented him from superintending carefully the
education and instruction of the king, from
studying his character and finding out his virtues
and his faults. He had frequent interviews with
Madame de Ventadour and Marshall de Villeroi,
nominal tutor at the express wish of Louis XIV.

Honest and devoted but frivolous and empty-
headed, the old soldier so harshly maligned by Saint-
Simon was incapable of having a beneficial effect
on his pupil's character. He flattered him, fostered
bad tendencies, encouraged his pride and his
obstinacy, checked his natural longing for sim-
plicity and tranquillity. Concerned by the import-
ance of his part he made himself a nuisance with
his exaggerated attentions, and ridiculous through
his weakness and his indulgence, and ended by
offending the Duke of Orleans, who sent him off
too late, the damage being irreparable.

When Madame de Ventadour had to leave
Louis XV on i5th February 1717, and put him
in the hands of Villeroi in accordance with the